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‘Yes to Improved Medicare and ‘No' to Telstra Sale

An improved Medicare package and oppostion to the further privatisstion of Telstra
are key issues currently being promoted by the Alliance.

Council of the Alliance, led by new Chairperson Sue McAlpin from Wagga Wagga,
met with Federa Parliamentarians last week. All Councillors advocated strongly for a
patient-centred approach to hedth policies and programs, supported by a robust, wal-
educated and sustainable workforce.

Appropriate infrastructure is fundamentd to the ddivery and achievement of hedth
and wdlbeing for country people, a message that was strongly reinforced by dl
Councillors when they met recently. “There are many current issues impacting on the
hedth of people in remote and regiond areas” Ms McAlpin said. “They include the
big-ticket items like Medicare, Teldra and professond indemnity. There are nine
issues a the top of our current agenda. We would like them considered in the context
of the Budget being prepared for May 2004 and the Federa Election to be held
sometime during 2004 or early 2005.”

Medicare and Health Care Reform

The Alliance does not support the government’'s current Medicare package. We are
pleesed to know that the Government is consdering changes to the package.
Hopefully it will use this as an opportunity to take the lead in the hedthcare reform
that was widdly discussed during the recent negotiations over the Audrdian Hedth
Care Agreements.

The Regional Health Strategy
This is the centrepiece of the Audrdian Government's current funding for rurd and
remote hedth. The programs in the Strategy are currently being reviewed. The

Alliance seeks an evidence-based commitment to refunding of these programs in
Budget 2004.

Workforce

Country aress are particularly dependent on oversess trained doctors (OTDs). There
is currently insufficient support for OTDs and the Alliance intends to lead efforts to



provide them with additiond support. The Alliance wecomes the scholarship
schemes for rurd people to study hedth sciences and would like to see them extended
to greater numbers of nurses and dlied hedth sudents.

Condderation should be given to extenson of the scheme under which HECS
exemption is provided to hedth science students from particular locdities and/or in
return for service in particular areas of workforce need.

The professona indemnity issue affects specidists, procedura GPs, midwives, nurse
practitioners and a range of other non-medica practitioners and services, including
private hospitals. It is not smply “a doctor’'s issu€’. The matter needs to be fixed in
order for there to be security of supply and service from the whole range of hedth
practitioners. We are pleased that rurad doctors have a specific voice on the new
Indemnity Committee established by Minister Abbott.

I ndigenous Health

The average life expectancy of Indigenous Audrdians is 57 for mdes and 62 for
femdes - a massve 18 and 20 years less than for non-Indigenous mdes and femdes
respectively.  The falure of Audrdia to progress on this most urgent of issues is in
contrast to the dtuation for Indigenous peoples in New Zedand, Canada and the
United States.

There needs to be greater security of funding to the community controlled Indigenous
hedth sector, and Indigenous people themsdves must be able to manage their own
affars.

There needs to be dgnificantly more invesment in ‘hedth hardware. A nationd
commitment to  providng good educaion, housng, food, sanitation,
telecommunications, roads, and employment opportunities to Indigenous communities
would dramaticaly improve their hedth outcomes within a decade.

Education

Low leves of education result in low levels of hedth. Educationa retention retes are
very low in remote areas and among Indigenous populations and must be improved —
for health reasons as well asfor education per se.

Hedth undergraduates need ill more exposure to rurd communities and cultures.
There needs to be a well-supported rural placement system for hedth professonds in
training. For practisng hedth professonds there need to be better opportunities for
continuing professond devdopment, locums and good access to informaion
communication technology.

A magor contribution to improving Indigenous hedth outcomes would be made by
supporting grester numbers of Aborigind and Torres Strait Idander people to
undertake hedth science training, incuding medicine, nursng and dlied hedth. A
moderate nationa outlay on this would provide sgnificant new opportunities for
Indigenous hedth sudents.



Data and Research

Nine out of ten rura hedth research papers are produced by urban-based researchers.
This is unacceptable. There needs to be quarantined funding for hedth research in
remote and rura areasthat is carried out by rura workers.

However the Alliance recognises and vaues some of the work carried out by non
rural researchers. In particular te work on rurd, remote and Indigenous hedth of the
Audrdian Inditute of Hedth and Wedfare is of great potentid vaue and the Alliance
would like to see additiond resources committed to it as a matter of urgency.

Better rurd hedth ressarch will lead to better information, better services and
improved health outcomes.

Telstra

The Alliance is opposed to further privatisation of Testra The current system is
working relativedy well for mogt rurd and remote people. ‘Future-proofing’ is the
issue, not whether services are currently ‘adequate.  Future-proofing cannot be
guaranteed where there will be potentid changes in government and regulation.

The Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS)

The Alliance sees the PBS as an ingrument of socid policy, not as a bargaining chip
in trade negotiations. We are pleased to have been informed by Miniger Vale that
the PBS is not on the table in Free Trade Agreement negotiations with the US. A
written commitment to this podtion would dlay fears in the eectorate about massve
price rises for medicines.

Child and Adolescent Health

The hedth of the mother and baby from conception to three years sets the pattern for
the child's hedth for the rest of life. Audrdia has a number of nationa and State
drategies that relate to child hedth but, as a naion, we have not invested heavily
enough in child hedth for rurd and remote aress.

The Alliance has produced a postion pagper which includes proposds for ‘child-
friendly’ hedth services the edablishment of a Nationd Children's Rights
Commisson, and greater invetment in ‘Hedthy Mothers. Hedthy Babies programs,
family servicesfor rura areas and rurd community development.

Further information: Sue McAlpin, Chairperson 02 6933 2684
Gordon Gregory, Exec. Director 02 6285 4660



