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DENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS: EQUITY HINGES ON INTRODUCTION OF THE CDHP 
 
New evidence shows just how inequitable the Medicare funded dental health program is - 

and the critical need for the Government to introduce its planned Commonwealth Dental 

Health Program (CDHP). The full text of the Alliance statement is at 

http://nrha.ruralhealth.org.au/cms/uploads/mediareleases/media%20release%2014%20oct

ober%202008.pdf and is reproduced below. 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 

WILL MORE MEDICAL PLACES RESULT IN MORE RURAL GPs?  

 

A just released discussion paper from Rural Health Workforce Australia examines whether 

the current expansion of medical schools and medical places will solve the problem of the 

shortage of rural general practitioners (GPs). Through an examination of past 

Commonwealth government policies, as well as analysis as to whether young medical 

graduates are choosing general practice as a career, the paper reaches the conclusion that 

the additional domestic medical graduates are unlikely to enter rural practice under the 

current system of health service delivery. In other words, a rural GP shortage has been a 

consistent feature of our health system even when there has been an abundant supply of 

GPs overall.  

 

New policy solutions will therefore be required. These solutions will need to break out of the 

boom and bust cycles that have characterised medical workforce planning for several 

decades now. It may well require a reorientation of the service delivery system away from 

specific inputs (numbers of doctors) and towards specified outcomes (population health 

targets). It may also require a re-thinking of how the health professionals are remunerated.  

http://nrha.ruralhealth.org.au/cms/uploads/mediareleases/media%20release%2014%20october%202008.pdf
http://nrha.ruralhealth.org.au/cms/uploads/mediareleases/media%20release%2014%20october%202008.pdf


 

The discussion paper is available at http://www.rhwa.org.au/site/index.cfm 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 

10th NATIONAL RURAL HEALTH CONFERENCE 

17-20 May 2009, Cairns, Qld 

 

Bumper interest shows Cairns the place to be in '09  
 
Over 400 abstracts have been received for the presentation of papers, posters and 

workshops at next year's 10th National Rural Health Conference in Cairns.  
 
The number reflects the high level of national interest in the health of the people of rural 

and remote Australia.  
 
The papers have come from all parts of Australia from people with a wide range of 

backgrounds - as consumers, managers, practitioners and researchers. Each one provides a 

different perspective on health outcomes and the health services available - including the 

way they are delivered and their current availability in rural and remote areas.  
 
As part of its ongoing commitment to the Closing the Gap campaign, and as with previous 

National Rural Health Conferences, the conference committee will give special consideration 

to papers submitted by Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders. First-time presenters 

will also get special support at the conference.  
 
"It's hard to tell whether the extraordinarily high level of interest is due to the poor state of 

health in the bush, or to the major opportunities for strategic reform that are now beginning 

to open up in rural and remote areas," said Conference Convenor Owen Allen.  
 
Either way, following their assessment by an independent panel, about 120 of those who 

submitted abstracts will gain a spot on the busy four-day conference program, which starts 

on 17 May 2009 at the Cairns Convention Centre.  
 
"We are considering ways to ensure that those whose abstracts narrowly miss out can 

remain involved in the Conference," said Mr Allen.  
 
Themes for the conference in Cairns are:  
* overcoming Indigenous and non-Indigenous disadvantage by achieving greater health 

equity between country and city 
* constructing a resilient response to both political and environmental climates 
* demanding community consultation on health issues 
* collaborating to make health programs 'fit for service' and 
* celebrating the successes and failures of 20 years in rural and remote health.  
 
"Even with the program yet to be finalised, it promises to become a rural health showcase 

for the nation," Mr Allen said.  
 
Further Contact:  
Lyn Eiszele - Conference Manager: (02) 6285 4660 
Marshall Wilson - Media: 0419 664 155 

http://www.rhwa.org.au/site/index.cfm


http://www.ruralhealth.org.au 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

RDAA STATEMENTS 

 

National rural doctor conference continues in Sydney - Key medico-political forum 

http://www.rdaa.com.au/uploaded_documents/ACF100C.pdf 
23 October 2008 
 
Rural doctors 'right behind' sensible reform in improving rural health: new President  

http://www.rdaa.com.au/uploaded_documents/Nola%20Maxfield%20--

%20new%20President%20--%20October%202008.pdf 
23 October 2008 
 
Communique -- United General Practice Australia 
http://www.rdaa.com.au/uploaded_documents/UGPA%20Communique%20--

%20October%202008.pdf 

15 October 2008 
 
GPs unite for patient care -- formation of United General Practice Australia 

http://www.rdaa.com.au/uploaded_documents/UGPA%20media%20release%20--

%20GPs%20unite%20for%20patient%20care%20--%20October%202008.pdf 
15 October 2008 
 
Rural doctors welcome new breast care nurse initiative in rural towns 
http://www.rdaa.com.au/uploaded_documents/Breast%20care%20nurses%20--

%20October%202008.pdf 

13 October 2008 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

The Australian Journal of Rural Health is a multidisciplinary journal, which aims to facilitate 

the formation of interdisciplinary networks to build and advance rural practice for all health 

professionals.  

 

Get published in the Australian Journal of Rural Health!  

The Journal welcomes short reports and letters to the editor as well as review articles, 

original research articles and clinical perspectives. For useful tips on submitting your 

manuscript, read the FREE editorial, How to get published in the Australian Journal of Rural 

Health. Manuscripts can be submitted online at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ajrh 

Manuscript Central or posted toAJRH. 

 
The Australian Journal of Rural Health is published on behalf of the National Rural Health 

Alliance by Blackwell Publishing Asia Pty Ltd 
155 Cremorne Street 
Richmond Vic. 3121 
Tel: +61 (0)3 9274 3100 
Fax: +61 (0)3 9274 3101 
E-mail: melbourne@johnwiley.com.au 
 
October 2008 issue now available. Contents include: 

http://www.ruralhealth.org.au/
http://www.rdaa.com.au/uploaded_documents/ACF100C.pdf
http://www.rdaa.com.au/uploaded_documents/Nola%20Maxfield%20--%20new%20President%20--%20October%202008.pdf
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http://www.rdaa.com.au/uploaded_documents/Breast%20care%20nurses%20--%20October%202008.pdf
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ajrh
mailto:melbourne@johnwiley.com.au


Editorial - Occupational therapy practice in rural and remote South Australia 

Profile of occupational therapy practice in rural and remote South Australia 

Influences on medical students' decisions to study at a rural clinical school 

Geographical variation of incidence of cutaneous melanoma in Queensland 

Physical activity of young people in the Torres Strait and Northern Peninsula Region: An 

exploratory study 

The oral health status and treatment needs of Indigenous adults in the Kimberley region of 

Western Australia 

Subjective well-being, sociodemographic factors, mental and physical health of rural 

residents 

Increasing community participation in an Aboriginal health service 

Health knowledge acquisition by rural women with chronic health conditions: A tale of two 

Web approaches 

Royal Flying Doctor Service 'field days': A move towards more comprehensive primary 

health care 

Improving mental health capacity in rural communities: Mental health first aid delivery in 

drought-affected rural New South Wales 

Short Report - Rurability: Community support for rural families managing acquired brain 

injury 

Grazings 

Community work injuries: Country style 

PHC RIS: Health for all or health for some? Remembering Alma Ata : 'Health for All' 2008 

General Practice and Primary Health Care Research Conference 

From the Journal Associates - SARRAH: Provision of allied health services to regional and 

remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities 

 
Further information at http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/loi/ajr 

 

Students and researchers keen to learn more about the changing facts surrounding 

Indigenous health are encouraged to consult the 2008 'virtual issue' of the prestigious 

Australian Journal of Rural Health. Freely available through the website 

http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/loi/ajr readers can access 22 key reports published in 

the last decade covering some of the most pressing topics in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander health.  

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

Sleep and Health: a Wake-up Call 
Rural Health Education Foundation satellite broadcast 
Funded by the Australian Government Department of Health & Ageing 
Tuesday 28th October 8.00pm AEDT - LIVE television panel discussion 

 
The program provides information on the latest research in sleep medicine; it discusses the 

range of sleep disorders, and the importance of early detection and diagnosis; it outlines the 

latest treatment options, including the appropriate use of medication, and discusses some 

simple screening mechanisms that can benefit practitioners and patients in rural areas. 

http://www.rhef.com.au/programs/program-1/?program_id=331 
 

 
RHEF UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

(From http://www.rhef.com.au/upcoming-programs/) 

 

http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/loi/ajr
http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/loi/ajr
http://www.rhef.com.au/programs/program-1/?program_id=331
http://www.rhef.com.au/upcoming-programs/


Tuesday 28 October, 8 pm 

820: Sleep and Health: A Wake-up Call 

Channel 4 

 

Friday 31 October, 12.30 pm 

820: Sleep and Health: A Wake-up Call 

Channel 4 

 

Tuesday 11 November, 8 pm 

821a: Step by Step: Indigenous Kids 6-12 yrs 

Channel 4 

 

Friday 14 November, 12.30 pm 

821a: Step by Step: Indigenous Kids 6-12 yrs 

Channel 23 

 

Tuesday 18 November, 8 pm 

822: Sugar in the Bush: Rural and Remote Diabetes 

Channel 4 

 

Friday 21 November, 12.30 pm 

822: Sugar in the Bush: Rural and Remote Diabetes 

Channel 23 

 

Tuesday 25 November, 8 pm 

821b: Deadly Steps: Indigenous Youth 

Channel 4 

 

Friday 28 November, 12.30 pm 

821b: Deadly Steps: Indigenous Youth 

Channel 23 

 

Tuesday 9 December, 8 pm 

823: The Journey Back: Rehabilitation After Stroke 

Channel 4 

 

Friday 12 December, 1.30 pm 

823: The Journey Back: Rehabilitation After Strok 

Channel 23 

 

Tuesday 16 December, 8 pm 

611: Clinical Toxicology: Bites and Stings 

Channel 23 

 

Friday 19 December, 12.30 pm 

611: Clinical Toxicology: Bites and Stings 

Channel 23 

 

Tuesday 27 January 2009, 8 pm 

901: A is for Asthma: Managing Asthma in Primary School Kids 

Channel 4 

 

Friday 30 January 2009, 12.30 pm 



901: A is for Asthma: Managing Asthma in Primary School Kids 

Channel 23 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

IT'S ABOUT PEOPLE: CHANGING PERSPECTIVES ON DRYNESS, A REPORT TO GOVERNMENT 

BY AN EXPERT PANEL 
 
The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Tony Burke, has released the Expert 

Social Panel's report on its assessment of the social impacts of drought on farm families and 

rural communities. The Report says that there should be a new national approach to living 

with dryness rather than dealing with drought; that Governments should focus future policy 

on facilitating the social wellbeing of farm families, rural businesses and communities to 

improve their capacity to live with dryness; and better social outcomes are most likely to 

give better economic and environmental outcomes. The Report is available at 

http://www.daff.gov.au/agriculture-

food/drought/national_review_of_drought_policy/social_assessment/dryness-report 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

Partyline 33 is out now! The August edition includes reflections from Tom Calma on the 

current challenges in Indigenous health, a report on the National Survey of Adult Oral 

Health, a look at the progress of health reform, articles on rural optometry, nursing and 

research, student reports on rural experiences, as well as readers' stories and latest news 

from friends of the Alliance.  

 

Partyline is available in hard copy and online - go to http://www.ruralhealth.org.au, then to 

Publications, then Partyline.  

 

If you would like to subscribe to Partyline please email your contact details to 

nrha@ruralhealth.org.au Subscription is free.  

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS INDEPENDENT REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The Committee presented its final report, Framework for the Future, to the Minister for 

Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy on 5 September 2008. The report was 

tabled in Parliament on 15 October 2008. The Australian Government is currently reviewing 

the report and its recommendations and has six months from receipt of the report to table a 

response in Parliament. The Committee recommends bold changes to telecommunications 

policy and legislation to ensure ongoing equitable access to broadband, mobile and fixed 

voice telephony and payphones across the country, and particularly for individuals and 

businesses in regional, rural and remote parts of Australia. The Report is available at 

http://www.rtirc.gov.au/home/Report 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

Join friends of the Alliance now for 2009 and get discounted registration for the 10th 

Conference in Cairns in May. People who pay the friends fee after 1 September are 

members for the whole of the following calendar year. friends members will also receive the 

updated CD 'Rural and Remote Health Papers 1991-2009' (due out in late 2009), connection 

http://www.daff.gov.au/agriculture-food/drought/national_review_of_drought_policy/social_assessment/dryness-report
http://www.daff.gov.au/agriculture-food/drought/national_review_of_drought_policy/social_assessment/dryness-report
http://www.ruralhealth.org.au/
mailto:nrha@ruralhealth.org.au
http://www.rtirc.gov.au/home/Report


with the Alliance's policy work and regular issues of the Partyline newsletter.  

 

Above all, membership of friends gives you the opportunity to support the Alliance and its 

work.  

 

The friends Advisory Committee is: Alicia Eaton (Vic), John Ferguson (Qld), Jane Fisher 

(ACT), Janet Fletcher (NT), Pauline Glover (SA), Nigel Jefford (WA), Marie Lally (SA), 

Suzanne Little (Qld), Irene Mills (WA), Beth Smith (TAS), Janie Smith (NSW), Janet Struber 

(NT), David Templeman (ACT), David Thompson (Vic) and Robin Toohey (NSW). Members 

of the Committee are soon to elect a Chairperson, who will be a Member of the NRHA 

Council. 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

LIFELINE INFORMATION SERVICE - 1300 13 11 14 

Your Rural Mental Health Information Service 

Lifeline's Information Service is a rural mental health information service. Information 

provided includes: referral to services and web sites, printed material and a range of self 

help resources. The self-help resources focus on practical steps to help promote mental 

health in a range of areas. For information and copies of resources call or visit 

http://www.lifeline.org.au/infoservice and further information is available at 

infoservice@lifeline.org.au and http://www.lifeline.org.au 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

AIHW REPORT 

 

Asthma prevalence and deaths in Australia still high by world standards, despite declining 

trends 
Asthma remains a significant health problem in Australia, with prevalence and death rates 

that are high by international standards despite declines. Asthma affects more than 1 in 10 

Australians - equivalent to over 2 million people. Asthma is a major problem among 

Indigenous Australians. Compared with non-Indigenous Australians, they have higher rates 

of hospitalisation and mortality due to asthma.  

The full report is at http://www.aihw.gov.au/publications/index.cfm/title/10584 and the 

AIHW media statement is at http://www.aihw.gov.au/mediacentre/2008/mr20081020.cfm 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

AUSTRALIAN ORGAN DONOR REGISTER ONLINE 

The Australian Organ Donor Register is Australia's only national organ and tissue donor 

register and serves as a lifeline to the people on the organ transplant waiting lists. Register 

online at http://www.medicareaustralia.gov.au/public/services/aodr/register.jsp to be an 

Australian Organ Donor now!  

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

RURAL HEALTH ON THE WEB 

(From Google Alert, http://www.googlealert.com/) 

 

Welcome to the Institute of Rural Health (IRH)  

The Institute of Rural Health, whose objective is to optimise the health of  

rural communities, is based in Mid Wales to act as a UK based centre of ...  

http://www.lifeline.org.au/infoservice
mailto:infoservice@lifeline.org.au
http://www.lifeline.org.au/
http://www.aihw.gov.au/publications/index.cfm/title/10584
http://www.aihw.gov.au/mediacentre/2008/mr20081020.cfm
http://www.medicareaustralia.gov.au/public/services/aodr/register.jsp
http://www.googlealert.com/


http://www.rural-health.ac.uk/ 
 
Welcome to the Indiana Rural Health Association  

The mission of the Indiana Rural Health Association is to enhance the health and  

well-being of rural populations in Indiana through leadership, education, ...  

http://www.indstate.edu/~irha/ 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

BUSH CRISIS LINE - 1800 805 391 

Bush Crisis Line is a twenty-four hour confidential telephone support and debriefing service 

for multi-disciplinary remote and rural health practitioners and their families. It is staffed by 

qualified psychologists with remote and cross-cultural experience, is toll free and available 

from anywhere in Australia. For more information http://www.bushcrisisline.org.au 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

RURAL HEALTH ON THE ABC 

(See http://www.abc.net.au/health/healthyliving/yourhealth/ruralregionalhealth/) 

 

Aboriginal leaders divided over intervention response 
The chairman of the Northern Territory Emergency Response Review Board says he is not 

disappointed a major recommendation has been rejected by the Government.  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/10/23/2399760.htm 

 

Call for more Australian rural health professionals 
Rural doctors say the health crisis in the Australian bush is worsening, with almost 20,000 

health professionals needed to ensure basic health services.  

http://australianetwork.com/news/stories/asiapacific_stories_2398894.htm 

 

STUDY PREDICTS MASS NURSE EXODUS OVER NEXT TWO DECADES (The World Today: 

22/10/2008)  

http://abcmail.net.au/t/294085/614869/5647/0/ 
 
NT INTERVENTION FAILING TO CURB SEXUAL ABUSE (AM: 15/10/2008)  
http://abcmail.net.au/t/287002/614869/5553/0/ 
 
INDIGENOUS CHILDREN WAIT FOR MONTHS FOR DENTAL CARE (AM: 14/10/2008)  
http://abcmail.net.au/t/287002/614869/5557/0/ 
 
Recommendations would kill intervention: Abbott 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/10/15/2391878.htm 

 

Group accuses Australian govt of ignoring indigenous views 
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/news/stories/200810/s2391805.htm?tab=australia 

 

The Rural Doctors Association wants the Federal Government to help meet the travel and 

accommodation costs of patients in rural and regional areas.  
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/10/15/2391530.htm?site=northandwest 

 

Intervention 'has worsened' Indigenous-Govt relations 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/10/14/2391083.htm 

http://www.rural-health.ac.uk/
http://www.indstate.edu/~irha/
http://www.bushcrisisline.org.au/
http://www.abc.net.au/health/healthyliving/yourhealth/ruralregionalhealth/
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http://australianetwork.com/news/stories/asiapacific_stories_2398894.htm
http://abcmail.net.au/t/294085/614869/5647/0/
http://abcmail.net.au/t/287002/614869/5553/0/
http://abcmail.net.au/t/287002/614869/5557/0/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/10/15/2391878.htm
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/news/stories/200810/s2391805.htm?tab=australia
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/10/15/2391530.htm?site=northandwest
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/10/14/2391083.htm


 

NT intervention review released 
http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2008/s2389915.htm 

 

Intervention should continue, but with reform: report 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/10/13/2389797.htm?section=justin 

 

Taskforce 'will cut Indigenous health gap' 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/10/11/2388298.htm 

 

Call for 10yr Indigenous health plan 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/10/10/2387407.htm 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

CURRENT ISSUE OF eMJA, 20 October 2008 

(Available at http://www.mja.com.au/) 

 

From the Editor's Desk: Armchair reform 
Editorials 
Humanising doctors: what can the medical humanities offer?  

High-density lipoproteins: the next frontier in lipid management 
Research 
Outcomes after percutaneous coronary intervention in contemporary Australian practice: 

insights from a large multicentre registry 
Improving access to acute stroke therapies: a controlled trial of organised pre-hospital and 

emergency care 
Public Health 
Recent increases in mumps incidence in Australia: the "forgotten" age group in the 1998 

Australian Measles Control Campaign 
The epidemiology of Helicobacter pylori infection in African refugee children resettled in 

Australia 
Epidemiology of sexually transmitted infections on the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara 

Lands: results of a comprehensive control program 
Epidemiology of sexually transmitted infections on the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara 

Lands: results of a comprehensive control program - a postscript 
Medicine and the Community - Chronic disease and labour force participation among older 

Australians 
Health Reform - A robust clinical review process: the catalyst for clinical governance in an 

Australian tertiary hospital 
Clinical Update - Mumps: a resurgent disease with protean manifestations 
Viewpoint - Impeding the supply of expertise in Australian health care: actions of the 

Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists 
Commentary - Impeding the supply of expertise in Australian health care: actions of the 

Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists 
Notable Cases - Hepatosplenic T-cell lymphoma following infliximab therapy for Crohn's 

disease 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

ARTICLES IN RURAL AND REMOTE HEALTH 

 

'Secondary prevention for acute coronary syndrome in rural South Australia: Are drugs 

http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2008/s2389915.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/10/13/2389797.htm?section=justin
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best? What about the rest?' 

Are rural patients disadvantaged in their post-acute coronary syndrome management? This 

small survey from the Riverland in South Australia is thought-provoking. 

http://www.rrh.org.au/articles/showarticlenew.asp?ArticleID=967 
 
'Availability of difficult airway equipment to rural anaesthetists in Queensland, Australia' 

Difficult airway management in rural areas can be terrifying for rural practitioners. This 

Australian article from Queensland suggests a way forward in managing this rural 

emergency. 

http://www.rrh.org.au/articles/showarticlenew.asp?ArticleID=1020 
 
'Facilitating complementary inputs and scoping economies in the joint supply of health and 

environmental services in Aboriginal central Australia' 

Economic analysis is a powerful tool to arguing for better health. These Central Australia 

authors demonstrate how using economic concepts can demonstrate the powerful benefits 

of addressing environmental health to improve population health. 

http://www.rrh.org.au/articles/showarticlenew.asp?ArticleID=1010 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

NEW BREAST CANCER NURSES FOR REGIONAL AUSTRALIA 
 
The Minister for Health and Ageing, Nicola Roxon, has announced that specialist breast 

cancer nurses will be placed in 44 new locations across Australia after a $12 million 

commitment by the Rudd Government. The Minister for Health and Ageing was joined by 

Glenn McGrath, former Australian cricketer and co-founder of the McGrath Foundation, in 

Canberra to outline the communities that will benefit from the investment. The Minister's 

statement is available at 

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/ministers/publishing.nsf/Content/mr-yr08-nr-nr134.htm 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

17th National Conference on Incontinence - 5 to 8 November 2008 - Grand Chancellor 

Hotel, Hobart  

Website http://www.continence.org.au 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

ARNM's 2008 Annual Conference 

Rural Nurses and Midwives: There's No Stopping Us Now 

6 - 7 November 2008 

Glenelg Adelaide, South Australia 

More information at http://www.arnm.asn.au/index.php?/content/view/62/99/ 

 

Australia's Chief Nurse and Midwifery Officer, Rosemary Bryant, will officially open the 14th 

National Conference of the Australian Rural Nurses and Midwives (ARNM) to be held in 

Adelaide from November 6 and 7. Her address, which will canvas various areas of health 

sector reform and provide information about the national Maternity Services Review which 

she heads, is keenly awaited given the controversial closure of more than 100 maternity 

centres in rural and regional areas in the past decade.  
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

http://www.rrh.org.au/articles/showarticlenew.asp?ArticleID=967
http://www.rrh.org.au/articles/showarticlenew.asp?ArticleID=1020
http://www.rrh.org.au/articles/showarticlenew.asp?ArticleID=1010
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/ministers/publishing.nsf/Content/mr-yr08-nr-nr134.htm
http://www.continence.org.au/
http://www.arnm.asn.au/index.php?/content/view/62/99/


 

NACCHO ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
NACCHO will be holding our Annual General Meeting from 11 to 14 November 2008 at Cable 

Beach Club Resort, Broome Western Australia. For further information please contact Elaine 

Lomas on 02 6248 0644 or by email to elaine@naccho.org.au.  

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

SYMPOSIUM - CREATING CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE IN TRAINING DELIVERY IN REMOTE 

AND RURAL AUSTRALIA 
 
Tue, Nov 18th, 2008, 5:00pm- 4:00pm 
 
What does the Skilling Australia for the Future Policy initiative mean for rural and remote 

Australia and how can we make it work? 18 and 19 November 2008, Crowne Plaza Hotel, 

Darwin 
 
The Community Services & Health Industry Skills Council (CS&H ISC) invites you to this 

special symposium to discuss the real issues around building and sustaining skills 

development in rural and remote areas through exploration of the challenges and 

opportunities provided by the Vocational Education and Training (VET) system. The 

symposium will bring together a range of influential stakeholders from industry and VET to 

ask the hard questions around meeting industry demand for skills development in the bush 

and examine the Commonwealth Government's Skilling Australia policy and its ability to 

deliver real outcomes for rural and remote Community Services and Health Industry 

enterprises. 
 
Further information at http://www.cshisc.com.au 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE WOMEN'S HOSPITALS AUSTRALASIA 

'Minding our P's and Q's! Partnerships and Quality in Women's Healthcare' 

Wed 19 November - Friday 21 November 2008 

Manly Pacific Hotel Sydney NSW 

http://www.wcha.asn.au 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

NAIDOC Week celebrations for 2009 will be held from 5 to 12 July. Further information at 

http://www.naidoc.org.au/ 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

CONTRIBUTION AND SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION AND DISCLAIMER 

 

The NRHA e-forum is published fortnightly. Contributions are sought on any topic relevant 

to rural health concerns. Please send contributions to the moderator at 

grovesc@winshop.com.au (do not "reply" to this email - send contributions to 

grovesc@winshop.com.au). Contributions received by the Friday of publication will be 

included in the e-forum. 

mailto:elaine@naccho.org.au
http://www.cshisc.com.au/
http://www.wcha.asn.au/
http://www.naidoc.org.au/
mailto:grovesc@winshop.com.au
mailto:grovesc@winshop.com.au


 

The NRHA e-forum is edited by a third party moderator, Jim Groves. As such, the Alliance 

does not control postings and the contents do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the 

Alliance. Nor do postings necessarily reflect the view of Jim Groves or any organisation he is 

associated with. Jim Groves can be contacted at grovesc@winshop.com.au 

 

Please forward a copy to any colleague you think may be interested.  

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

Media Release 
14 October 2008 
Dental health programs: equity hinges on introduction of the CDHP 
 
New evidence shows just how inequitable the Medicare funded dental health program is - 

and the critical need for the Government to introduce its planned Commonwealth Dental 

Health Program (CDHP).  
 
The existing Enhanced Primary Care (EPC) program which provides dental care under 

Medicare is a move in the right direction towards universally accessible dental care but it is 

heading towards a massive cost blow-out and failing to provide a service to many in need. If 

the use of the EPC dental scheme reaches the level spent in New South Wales in August 

2008, the national cost will be almost $900 million a year compared with the Coalition 

Government's budget for it of $365 million over four years.  
 
There is mounting evidence to show that, on its own, the EPC program is resulting in 

massive inequities between jurisdictions. For instance the total dollar benefits paid from 

November 2007 to August 2008 per 100,000 head of population varies from $1,431,604 in 

NSW to $15,363 in the Northern Territory.  
 
Dr Jenny May, Chair of the Alliance, said that with many fewer private dentists in rural and 

remote areas, a scheme which works exclusively through them is not fair to country people.  
 
"At the very least, there needs to be much tighter control on the EPC scheme in the cities so 

that the money is not all spent there, and so that what is spent goes to the most needy 

patients," said Dr May. "The most needy include those on low incomes, Indigenous 

Australians and many people of rural and remote areas."  
 
Tighter control would include means-testing, limits to dental services, scheduled fees, close 

definition of eligibility and careful monitoring.  
 
Dr May expressed her concern that the proposed CDHP, targeted at people most in need, is 

unlikely to get funding if the EPC scheme continues in its current form. State and Territory 

governments are struggling to provide public oral health care services. Funding is grossly 

inadequate, and strong competition from the private sector and national shortages of 

dentists, oral health therapists and dental hygienists makes recruitment and retention of 

staff extremely challenging. State and Territory public oral health services are relying 

heavily on receiving the additional funding promised by the Commonwealth under the 

CDHP.  
 
"The Alliance is calling on political parties to work together to retain the best elements of 
the EPC and to confirm the CDHP funding as a matter of urgency," Dr May said. 

mailto:grovesc@winshop.com.au
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