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+++++++++++++++
DEALING APPROPRIATELY WITH SEXUAL ABUSE AND VIOLENCE

The National Rural Health Alliance notes with concern the recent public disclosure of cases of sexual abuse and other violence in Central
Australia, aired on national television and widely reported in print, radio and television media. Violence of this nature should not be
tolerated in Australian society. Every few years the media exposes to mainstream Australia what many health workers and residents in
rural and remote Australia live with day to day. The statistics and stories have persisted for many decades. The social and economic
determinants of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health are complex. The historical and ongoing lack of adequate, sustained and co-
ordinated investment contributes significantly to the many problems faced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.
Improvement is possible with sustained and adequate investment by government for physical and social services, and the creation of
employment and economic opportunities. Attention to Indigenous disadvantage must be a national priority.

The full text of the Alliance statement is at http://www.ruralhealth.org.au/nrhapublic/Index.cfm?Category=LatestNews and is reprinted
below.

+++++++++++++++++F+ A+ A+
AIDA URGES CONSIDERED RESPONSE TO VIOLENCE

The Australian Indigenous Doctors Association (AIDA) distributed a media release on Friday 19 May 2006, which calls for a considered,
careful and constructive response to issues of violence. The AIDA statement is available at http://www.aida.org.au/news.php?id=30

+++++++++++++++++++++++++
AMA CALLS FOR ROYAL COMMISSION INTO REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES

The AMA Federal Council called on the Federal Government to establish a Royal Commission into the appalling state of some remote
Aboriginal communities.

A resolution put by AMA Northern Territory President, Dr Paul Bauert, who works in some of the communities, and seconded by AMA
Queensland President, Dr Steve Hambleton, an active Indigenous Health campaigner, was unanimously passed by the Council.

The formal resolution reads:

That Federal Council request that the President calls for the Federal Government to establish a Royal Commission to examine the appalling
state of some remote Aboriginal communities. Specifically, the Royal Commission should examine the reasons why after 39 years of self-
determination some remote Aboriginal communities have not achieved the same level of health, education and opportunities for
development enjoyed in other Australian communities despite the expenditure of large amounts of taxpayers’ funds.

The full text of the AMA statement is at http://www.ama.com.au/web.nsf/doc/WOOD-6Q665U

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++

From:Clair North
Subject: Aboriginal Health Series - national satellite television broadcast

"Keep Safe, Start Strong and Grow Strong"
Tuesday 30th May 8:00pm EST
(repeated Friday 2nd June 12:30pm EST)

Presented by the Rural Health Education Foundation

Half-hour versions of three recent Foundation programs on Aboriginal child health issues, all with a new focus on community involvement,
will air on Tuesday 30 May.

They are presented by Karla Grant, the well known face of SBS TV's prime time national Indigenous current affairs program, Living Black.

The new programs are:



"Keep Safe", which offers models and ideas for preventing injuries in Aboriginal communities.
"Start Strong", which offers models and ideas for Aboriginal maternal and infant care.
"Grow Strong", which offers models and ideas for Aboriginal early childhood development.

For details about the program or Pod casts and web streaming of the program visit http://www.rhef.com.au

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ ++ + +

From:Clair North
Subject: Osteoporosis: A Silent Epidemic

Osteoporosis: A Silent Epidemic - Repeat national satellite television broadcast.
Tuesday 13th June 8:00pm EST
(repeated Friday 16th June 12:30pm EST)

Presented by the Rural Health Education Foundation

This program will look at all measures that will improve health-related quality of life and will reduce the personal and economic burden of
osteoporosis. It will focus on the identification of people at high risk of osteoporosis, implementation of preventive strategies, limiting
further bone loss and collaborative, multidisciplinary management between GPs, specialists and allied health staff.

Funded by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing

Panellists:

Chair: Dr Norman Swan, Presenter of the Health Report on ABC Radio National
Dr Rory Clifton Bligh, Endocrinologist, Royal North Shore Hospital, Sydney.
Associate Professor Shona Bass, Exercise Scientist, Deakin University, Victoria.
Mr Andrew Wishart, Consumer, Osteoporosis Australia.

Dr Nicola Foster, General Practitioner, Lennox Head, NSW.

For details about the program visit http://www.rhef.com.au/programs/413/413.html

++++++++++++++++++++++++
STRONG LOCAL SUPPORT FOR 9th NATIONAL RURAL HEALTH CONFERENCE

Members of the Executive of the Alliance met last week with a range of individuals and organisations in the Albury and Wodonga areas and
are very encouraged by the high level of local commitment to the 9th Conference to be held in Albury in March 2007. “Things are well-set
for another major event and Albury is clearly a great spot for it,” according to Sue McAlpin, Chair of the Conference Advisory Committee.

9th NATIONAL RURAL HEALTH CONFERENCE - CALL FOR PAPERS NOW OPEN ONLINE

It only seems five minutes since we welcomed you all to Alice Springs. How time flies when we’re having fun! Those of you who were there
will remember the central commitment we made to achieving equal health for people in remote and rural areas by 2020. We aren’t there
yet, and the 9th Conference in Albury represents the next major opportunity for us to check progress and reflect on our successes and
continuing challenges.

There is a lot happening in rural and remote health, even though we are not apparently central to the current political agenda. Those things
that are on top of the agenda, however, are certainly related to health and well-being. At national and international levels we are exhorted
to be alert but not alarmed. This surely weighs on our thoughts, words and deeds and cannot be divorced from the way we feel as
individuals or the way we behave as communities. At the national level we are engaged in major reform of the health system. Questions
are being asked about how the health system is funded, the shape of Medicare, how hospitals operate, the relationship between
Commonwealth and State agencies, and the future of our health workforce. All of these have rural and remote dimensions, and from all of
them will flow changes for people on the ground in non-metropolitan areas. We must stay close to these changes: inform them, guide them
and evaluate them.

The Conference in Albury is a chance for us all to get together again to focus on the evidence about where we are up to and how we can
improve our circumstances. The evidence we need comes not only from the work of researchers and academics, but also from the reports
of consumers and managers about realities on the ground and in the corridors of power. It should surely be possible for us to bring
together experiences from the past decade and from various parts of rural and remote Australia to agree on what works best, and why.

I therefore encourage you to attend the Conference and to have your say. You can be assured that the NRHA will provide you with a very
warm welcome and a well-managed event. In addition to the evidence you will hear, there will be a range of activity to ensure that you are
kept entertained and . There will be an arts-in-health stream, an exhibition, networking time, and the opportunity to meet new and old
friends.

We pride ourselves on making sure that the Conference is not a talkfest but an opportunity to agree on action we can collaboratively
pursue. We need your input, your ideas and your support to ensure that, as soon as possible, people in rural and remote areas have the
same opportunities and the same health as people in our major cities.

I look forward to seeing you in Albury.

John Wakerman
Chairperson

Authors are invited and encouraged to submit an abstract for consideration by the Conference Committee. Abstracts for contributed papers
will be accepted online until Friday 14 July 2006. Emailed abstracts must be received by the same date, but please contact
speakers@ruralhealth.org.au for alternative abstract guidelines if you intend to email your abstract. The Infront/Outback stream will be
comprised of refereed papers and there will also be a General stream. Speakers are encouraged to download and review the Guidelines for
Submission of Abstracts document (178 kB pdf) at http://www.ruralhealth.org.au before submitting an abstract.

To submit your abstract for the 9th National Rural Health Conference you will be required to provide:



* the full contact details of a key contact (the Submitting Author);

* details of the abstract, including abstract title, names and affiliations of authors/co-authors;
* preferred presentation type (papers, poster or workshop);

* key words;

* audiovisual requirements; and,

* biographies of the presenting author(s).

For more detailed instructions, please see the Abstract Submission Requirements page at http://www.ruralhealth.org.au

Please go to the online conference page at http://www.ruralhealth.org.auto lodge your abstract online. If you have questions regarding the
online abstract submission process, please contact speakers@ruralhealth.org.au. All abstracts will be read as part of the selection process
by the Conference organisers. Submitting an abstract does not guarantee that your paper will be accepted. The selection process will be
finalised and all authors will be notified in September 2006.

The Conference website is at http://www.ruralhealth.org.au

For further information, contact:

The 9th National Rural Health Conference
PO Box 280

DEAKIN WEST ACT 2600

Phone: 02 6285 4660

Fax: 02 6285 4670

Email: conference@ruralhealth.org.au

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++F+++F+++++ ++ ++

From: Jane Howorth - ECC Information Desk
Subject: Registration for Rural Critical Care Conference

This year's Rural Critical Care Conference is taking place in Broken Hill, 25 & 26 August. >The Conference is a forum focusing on the
issues, clinical concepts and health initiatives

that affect hospital and pre-hospital clinicians in rural NSW. This annual Conference targets Registered and Enrolled Nurses, Medical
Officers, Allied Health Care Workers and Ambulance Officers across Australia. It has a specific rural and remote health care focus and
provides a forum to share and discuss initiatives and innovations in emergency and critical care practice.

Further information is available on the conference website http://www.ruralcriticalcare.asn.au

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Manuscript submissions to The Australian Journal of Rural Health can now be made online through Manuscript Central. Easy and fast
submission process; track the progress of your article at any time; safe and secure site. Simply log on to
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ajrh to submit your manuscript today and share the wealth of your knowledge. Full author instructions
and guidelines can be found at the AJRH homepage - http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/ajr

The April 2006 issue of the journal is available online now at http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/links/toc/ajr. Articles include:
* National health policy: What does this mean for rural mental health research?

* Factors influencing rural health care professionals' access to continuing professional education

* Caregivers' inability to identify childhood adiposity: A cross-sectional survey of rural children and their caregivers' attitudes
* Exploration of self-identified education needs of alcohol and other drug workers

* Tobacco smoking habits among a cross-section of rural physicians in China

* Utilisation and clinical efficacy of echocardiography in a regional hospital

* Mental health referral role of rural financial counsellors

* Alcohol problems and psychological health in a remote Indigenous Australian community: A preliminary quantitative study
* Australian medical students’ intentions in relation to practice location: Their short- and long-term time frame

* Strength in difference

* AARN and CRANA: Peak rural and remote nursing bodies welcome Medicare item for maternity care.

* ACRRM supports next crop of rural proceduralists.

++++++++++++++++++ A+ +
Join friends of the Alliance in 2006. By joining friends you will receive the updated CD 'Rural and Remote Health Papers 1991-2005', a 2006
friends certificate , regular issues of PARTYline newsletter, and be eligible for a discounted registration at the 9th National Rural Health
Conference to be held in Albury in March 2007. Membership of friends would also give you the opportunity to be involved more closely with
the Alliance's information dissemination and policy work. You will become part of a group of people who contribute to and support the work
of the National Rural Health Alliance.

++++++++++++++++++++++H 4+

Due to an overwhelming number of contributions this quarter, the National Rural Health Alliance produced three editions of PARTYline on
the theme of recovery from depression.

One edition was produced jontly with beyondblue: the national depression initiative.

Hardcopy subscribers may have already received the two print editions n the mail.

Electronic subscribers can now access all three on our website at http://www.ruralhealth.org.au/nrhapublic/Index.cfm?Category=PartyLine
If you have trouble with this link go to www.ruralhealth.org.au, then to the Publications and News link, then the PARTYline link. Please
note: the electronic supplement contains additional material and is only available on our website.

Please let us know if your contact details change or if you no longer wish to receive PARTYline.

Contents of April 2006 editions



Issue 25 - joint NRHA/beyondblue edition (print copy)
* triathlete fights depression

* beyondblue initiatives in rural and remote areas

* personal stories of recovery from depression

* Indigenous mental health services

* support for people affected by depression

* managing depression in men, women and children

Issue 26 (print copy)

* Independent Living Centre goes bush

* the joys of Port Augusta

* personal stories of recovery from depression

* support services for people with depression

* support on incontinence, cancer counselling and road trauma

Issue 26 (electronic supplement)

* the value of local services

* General Practice mental health care

* depression in the alcohol and drug sector

* services for women and youth in rural areas
* Mental Health Script Program

* personal stories of recovery from depression

+++++++++++++++++ A+t A+ A+ A+ A+
LIFELINE’'S JUST ASK - 1 300 13 11 14

Your Rural Mental Health Information Service

Lifeline’s Just ask is a rural mental health information service. Information provided includes: referral to services and web sites, printed
material and a range of self help resources. The self-help resources focus on practical steps to help promote mental health in a range of
areas. For information and copies of resources call or visit http://www.justask.org.au and further information is available at
national@lifeline.org.au and http://www.lifeline.org.au

++++++++++++++++F+
Extract from Australian Doctor E-NEWS

RISING FROM THE ASHES (24-May-2006)

When fire ravaged the small town of Junee this year, the damage wasn't all visible. This is the story of how a community came together to
help heal the wounds.

http://www.australiandoctor.com.au/articles/7D/0C04017D.asp

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ A+ A+
BUSH CRISIS LINE - 1800 805 391

Bush Crisis Line is a twenty-four hour confidential telephone support and debriefing service for multi-disciplinary remote and rural health
practitioners and their families. It is staffed by qualified psychologists with remote and cross-cultural experience, is toll free and available
from anywhere in Australia. For more information http://www.bushcrisisline.org.au

++++++++++++++++++++++++ A+ +

LABOUR FORCE CHARACTERISTICS OF ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER AUSTRALIANS
Experimental Estimates from the Labour Force Survey, 2005, ABS 6287.0

This publication presents information about the labour force characteristics of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians. Information
on labour force characteristics is presented by sex, age, state or territory, and remoteness.

In 2005, an estimated 176,400 Indigenous people were in the labour force (i.e. either employed or unemployed). This represented a labour
force participation rate for all Indigenous people aged 15 years and over of 57%. Of the Indigenous people in the labour force, more lived
in Regional areas (75,100 people) than in Major Cities (59,300) or Remote areas (42,000). Major Cities had the highest participation rate
at 63% in 2005, and also experienced the greatest increase since 2004 (up 4.4 percentage points). The participation rate also increased in
Regional areas between 2004 and 2005 (from 54% to 58%) while Remote areas remained relatively stable.

In 2005, there were an estimated 147,400 Indigenous people aged 15 years and over in employment. This represented 48% of the
Indigenous population aged 15 years and over. The employment to population ratio for Indigenous Australians increased by 2.4 percentage
points in 2005, following a decline of 3 percentage points between 2002 and 2004. The employment to population ratio for Indigenous
males (55%) has returned to levels similar to 2002 (55%) and 2003 (54%). The employment to population ratio for Indigenous females
has remained relatively stable between 2002 (42%) and 2005 (41%b). In 2005, there were 51,000 Indigenous people employed in Major
Cities, 59,500 employed in Regional areas and 36,900 employed in Remote areas. The employment to population ratio was 54% in Major
Cities, 46% in Regional areas and 43% in Remote areas.

In 2005, the unemployment rate for the Indigenous population was 16%. The unemployment rate for Indigenous people was 14% in Major
cities, 21% in Regional areas, and 12% in Remote areas. However, estimates of unemployment for Remote areas should be used with
great care because they are subject to high sampling errors.

All ABS publications are available at http://www.abs.gov.au



++++++++++++++++++++++++F+++F++ A+ ++ A+ +++
RURAL HEALTH ON THE ABC

Royal Flying Doctor Service celebrates 78 years

The Royal Flying Doctor Service celebrated its 78th birthday on May 15. Reverend John
Flynn established the Flying Doctors in Cloncurry in north-west Queensland in 1928.
http://www.abc.net.au/rural/content/2006/s1639529.htm

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ A+ A+
‘MISSED OPPORTUNITY” HEALTH BUDGET

The AMA has released an Access Economics report it commissioned to examine the health policy and spending announcements in the 2006-
07 Health Budget and how they affect the health system, the medical workforce and patients. AMA President, Dr Mukesh Haikerwal, said
the Access Economics report endorses the AMA’s Budget-night response to health spending — a missed opportunity at a time of huge
Budget surplus.

Key observations of the Access Economics analysis include:

In 2006-07, the Budget provides for health outlays to grow by 5.9% to be 18.1% of total budget spending (ie, health outlays grow more
slowly than total outlays). In the forward estimates period, health spending is projected to grow by only 4.5% a year on average, implying
a share of total outlays edging down to 18%.

The body of this report addresses the other new health spending contained in the Budget. There is potential for good outcomes in health
and medical research ($805m over 4 years) and some of the preventive health measures. New funding for aged care is minimal.

At the same time, the Government has passed up opportunities to improve health outcomes and improve the functioning of the health
system by ducking areas like obesity (a looming health prevention issue), nutrition, health effects of climate change, pressures on public
hospitals and reform of the GP consultation item structure. The Government is very slow moving in areas like electronic billing under
Medicare (a significant opportunity to reduce the cost of the health payments system), initiatives in post-graduate medical training (a
looming puzzle when the extra graduates start emerging from the medical schools) and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health. There
is extra money for Indigenous health and it looks well targeted (eg, extending Opal) but the gap between funding and need is still a gaping
one. Visionary national leadership is sorely needed in this area.

The full text of the AMA statement and the Access Economics report is available at http://www.ama.com.au/web.nsf/doc/WEEN-6PP7NB

+++++++++++++++++F++++F+ A+ A+

Measures of Australia's Progress, 2006, ABS 1370.0
ABS 1383.0.55.001 Measures of Australia's Progress: Summary Indicators, 2006

Presents the key 15 dimensions of Australia's progress. It provides a national summary of the most important areas of progress, presenting
them in a way which can be quickly understood by all Australians. It informs and stimulates public debate and encourages all Australians to
assess the bigger picture when contemplating progress. All ABS publications are available at http://www.abs.gov.au

++++++++++++++++++++++++F+++F++ A+ ++ A+ +++
$5 MILLION FOR ROYAL FLYING DOCTORS IN RURAL NSW

On the occasion of the 78th Anniversary of the commencement of the Royal Flying Doctor Service, the Australian Government will provide
$5 million to the Royal Flying Doctor Service (South Eastern Section), as a contribution to the purchase of aircraft. The Royal Flying Doctor
Service (South Eastern Section) is undertaking a capital fundraising appeal, called “Friends of the RFDS”, to raise $10 million for the
purchase of two King Air B200 aircraft for the delivery of medical services in rural and remote parts of New South Wales.

The full text of the statement by Treasurer Peter Costello is at http://www.treasurer.gov.au/tsr/content/pressreleases/2006/044.asp
+4++++H++++++++++ A+ A+ A+ A A+

AUSTRALIA'S HEALTH 2006 CONFERENCE
21 June 2006, Hyatt Hotel Canberra, Commonwealth Avenue, Yarralumla

This one day conference, held in Canberra, provides insights into key issues facing Australia's health services and resources, chronic
diseases, and highlights trends and concerns in population health. The conference will assess current health statistics and demonstrate the
relevance of these figures to existing and future health practices and reforms.

The one-day program commences with the launch of Australia's health 2006 by the Hon. Tony Abbott MP, Minister for Health and Ageing.
This publication is the nation's most comprehensive and authoritative source of health statistics and related information. All delegates
receive a complimentary copy of this important statistical resource.

The conference program, available at http://www.aihw.gov.au/eventsdiary/ah06/program.cfm includes keynote addresses by eminent
speakers, with sessions being held in a broad spectrum of health arenas including:

* Socioeconomic inequalities

* Workforce planning

* Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health

* Changing face of primary healthcare

* Chronic diseases

* Health as an economic growth sector

* Rural health

++++++++++++++++++++++ A+ +

From: Partridge, Michael



Subject: 2006 Health Outcomes Conference
HEALTH OUTCOMES 2006: MANAGING HEALTH AND DISEASE IN TODAY’'S SOCIETY

12th Annual Health outcomes Conference

9 - 10 August 2006

Rydges Lakeside, Canberra, ACT
http://www.uow.edu.au/commerce/ahoc/upcomingconference.html
michael.partridge@act.gov.au

++++++++++++++++++++++++ A+ +
7th WONCA RURAL HEALTH CONFERENCE

Transforming Rural Practice Through Education
8-15 September 2006

Seattle, WA, USA
http://www.ruralwonca2006.com

Wonca is the World Organisation of Family Doctors, which has a specific Working Party on Rural Practice. This Working Party holds an
annual conference on rural health and has produced a number of policy documents regarding rural health (for more information about
Wonca, go to http://www.globalfamilydoctor.com).

WONCA Rural Conference

8-10 September 2006

University of Washington campus

Clinical Conference

11-13 September 2006

34th Annual Advances in Family Practice and Primary Care
University of Washington campus

Post Conference

13-15 September 2006

Talkeetna Alaskan Lodge - Anchorage, Alaska

++++++++++++++++++++++ A+ +

THE NATIONAL SARRAH CONFERENCE

Building bridges ..... Crossing borders

A Conference for Rural and Remote Allied Health Professionals
13 — 16 September 2006

Albury Convention Centre

ALBURY, NSW

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
PROGRAM AVAILABLE
Information available on the website — http://www.sarrah.org.au

The 2006 National SARRAH Conference

PO Box 74

DEAKIN WEST ACT 2600

Phone: 02 6285 4660

Fax: 02 6285 4670

Email: conference@ruralhealth.org.au or register@ruralhealth.org.au
Website:http://www.sarrah.org.au

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++HF+++++ ++ ++

THE CONGRESS of ABORIGINAL and TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER NURSES (CATSIN)
8th NATIONAL CONFERENCE and ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Conference Theme: BACK TO THE FUTURE - The future is Ours!
WHERE: Tasmania

WHEN: 27th- 29th September 2006

VENUE: The Old Woolstore Apartment Hotel.

REGISTRATION COST: $400.00

Students who have attended and been financially assisted at previous conferences ARE encouraged to apply again.

Student Nurse members of CATSIN are encouraged to attend and can apply to be financially assisted. Applications for financial assistance
close 30th June 2006

Call For Abstracts

* Professional Issues

* Clinical Presentations

No more than 200 words please.

Roslyn Lockhart

CATSIN Project Officer

PO Box 124

Jerilderie

Ph/Fax: 03 58860505 Abstracts close 30th June 2006
Email: lockharr@bigpond.net.au



Conference Organisers:

WYETH Pharmaceuticals

Susan Day, Conference Manager

Locked Bag 5002 Baulkham Hills BC NW 2153

Ph: (02) 8850 8317 Fax: (02) 9023 0030 Email: days@wyeth.com

For Registration Forms and accommodation information, please contact the conference organisers. You can also find registration forms on
the website at http://www.indiginet.com.au/catsin

++++++++++++++++++++++++ A+ +

AARN NATIONAL CONFERENCE

‘Moving with the Times'

Contemporary issues in rural nursing practice
25 - 27 October 2006, Brisbane

Call for abstracts soon to be announced - see http://www.aarn.asn.au/ for details

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++H+H+H+H+HF+++++++++

From: Michelle Magro
Subject: WHA & CHA CONFERENCE

The joint conference of Women's Hospitals Australasia and Children's Hospitals Australasia will be held at The Country Club Resort, in the
delightful city of Launceston, Tasmania, 13-17 November this year.

This year's conference theme is TEAM and will explore how effective teams can significantly improve quality of care and service delivery.
Given the increasing trend toward health service redesign, and a move away from hierarchical structures, the health care ‘team’ is probably
the most important consideration in advancing healthcare over the next decade. As technology advances, skill mix needs change,
workforce shortages increase the need for flexibility within the health workforce, and as consumer expectations increase they become a
fundamental member of the healthcare team.

Monday 13 November: Clinical Forum ‘CUBS' - (Care of Unwell Babies)

Tuesday 14 November: WHA Conference

Wednesday 15 November: Joint WHA & CHA Conference

Thursday 16 November: CHA Conference

Friday 17 November: Clinical Forum - Better Integration of Paediatric Acute & Community Care

++++++++++++++++++++++++ A+ +

From: Michael Gleeson
Subject: ACRRM Call for Abstracts for the ACRRM 4th Scientific Forum

Medical practitioners, specialists, allied health professionals, academics and students are invited to submit abstracts for Australia’s leading
medical conference in health care in rural and remote settings.

The Australian College of Rural and Remote Medicine (ACRRM) will conduct its 4th Scientific Forum at the University of Adelaide on 16-19
November 2006 and will present research, forum discussions, plenary sessions and clinical workshops specifically on the practical
implementation of Rural and Remote Medicine.

ACRRM Academic Director Assoc. Prof. Elizabeth Chalmers said the conference content would examine the latest thinking and modern
clinical practices for caring for Australians in regional and rural Australia.

She said the theme “Practising Rural and Remote Medicine — Moving Forward” captured the positive future for the discipline.

Assoc. Prof. Chalmers also said that speakers from a variety of professional groups would be invited to this year’s conference, including
indigenous health experts, nurses, medical specialists, and allied health practitioners, as each had an important role to play in the
collaborative provision of medical care in the bush.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++F+++++F+++++++ + +

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON "DIVERSITY IN AGEING" ANNOUNCED FOR SYDNEY

The Australian Association of Gerontology (AAG) has announced it will hold its 2006 National Conference in Sydney during November. To be
held 22 — 24 November 2006 at the Wesley Centre the Conference will focus on the theme ‘Diversity in Ageing.’

The conference is the major annual activity of the Australian Association of Gerontology (AAG), which brings together professionals
interested in promoting education and research into all aspects of ageing. The Association encourages cross disciplinary exchange of ideas
amongst professionals including clinicians, therapists, social scientists, economists and demographers. The anticipated 350 delegates are
expected to include medical practitioners, researchers, nurses, social workers, psychologists, social scientists, music therapists,
economists, demographers, geographers and consumers interested in the field of ageing

research, education, service provision and policy.

Further information on the Conference is available on http://www.aag.asn.au/conference2006.htm or by contacting the Conference
Managers on 1300 368 783 or email aag@eastcoastconferences.com.au

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ A+ +
CONTRIBUTION AND SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION AND DISCLAIMER

The NRHA e-forum is edited by a third party moderator, Jim Groves. Contributions are sought on any topic relevant to rural health



concerns. Please send contributions to the moderator at grovesc@winshop.com.au (do not "reply"” to this email - send contributions to
grovesc@winshop.com.au).

As such, the Alliance does not control postings and the contents do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Alliance. Nor do postings
necessarily reflect the view of Jim Groves or any organisation he is associated with. Jim Groves can be contacted at
grovesc@winshop.com.au.

This issue is going to 2,522 email addresses. Please forward a copy to any colleague you think may be interested.
+H++++++++++++++F+FF b+

Media Release 20 May 2006
Dealing appropriately with sexual abuse and violence

The National Rural Health Alliance notes with concern the recent public disclosure of cases of sexual abuse and other violence in Central
Australia, aired on national television and widely reported in print, radio and television media. Violence of this nature should not be
tolerated in Australian society.

Every few years the media exposes to mainstream Australia what many health workers and residents in rural and remote Australia live with
day to day. The statistics and stories have persisted for many decades. The problem is not new or unknown. Public outrage, often
necessitating rapid political response, lasts only until a different tragedy or heroic story flares briefly on the front pages of our media.

The social and economic determinants of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health are complex. The historical and ongoing lack of
adequate, sustained and co-ordinated investment contributes significantly to the many problems faced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples today. Improvement is possible with sustained and adequate investment by government for physical and social services,
and the creation of employment and economic opportunities. Attention to Indigenous disadvantage must be a national priority.

“In a time of an unprecedented economic boom and budget surplus, the Australian Government has a golden opportunity and an
inescapable responsibility to address Indigenous disadvantage in a sustainable and appropriate fashion,” John Wakerman said today from
Alice Springs. Dr Wakerman is Chairperson of the National Rural Health Alliance. “Many reports have emphasised the need for government
to work in partnership with Indigenous and other local organisations in the development of appropriate policies and programs,” he said.
“The Alliance reinforces calls for joint government and Aboriginal community group action on both short-term, hard-nosed measures to
protect women and children, and long-term measures to address systemic disadvantage.”

However, to see only systemic issues as the problem and government investment as the answer is to discount the many successes of
Indigenous individuals, families and communities. Individuals make choices. The Alliance holds that it is the role of government to create
an environment where positive choices are possible and encouraged. It is up to individuals to make the choices that lead to improved
outcomes for themselves and their families.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Media Release 16 May 2006
Strong local support for 9th National Rural Health Conference

Members of the Executive of the Alliance met last week with a range of individuals and organisations in the Albury and Wodonga areas and
are very encouraged by the high level of local commitment to the 9th Conference to be held in Albury in March 2007. “Things are well-set
for another major event and Albury is clearly a great spot for it,” according to Sue McAlpin, Chair of the Conference Advisory Committee.

Executive and staff met with Albury City Mayor, Arthur Frauenfelder, and the Mayor of the City of Wodonga, Councillor Lisa Mahood, both
of whom expressed support for next year’s event. They were joined by James Jenkins, Director of Community Services and Liz Heta,
Indigenous Liaison Officer with Albury City Council, and Peter Marshall, CEO of Wodonga City Council.

Brendan Maher from the Albury Convention Centre hosted the special meeting of the Alliance Executive and showed them through the
facilities to be used for the 9th Conference. Sue McAlpin reported that those who saw them were impressed with the facilities to be used,
including those in the vicinity of the Performing Arts Centre. “It's a great place for a large conference on rural health like this and we are
looking forward to our return in March next year,” she said. Andrew Hiebl, Manager of the Albury Convention Bureau, also spent time with
the Executive.

Executive and staff were also warmly welcomed to the new Albury Wodonga Aboriginal Health Service by Scott Walters and Derek Murray,
and were highly impressed by the visible commitment and passion of those involved with the service and by the facility in which it is
located.

It was also an opportunity for the Executive to meet with local members of the Conference Committee like Dennis Ginnivan, Manager of the
South West Brain Injury Rehabilitation Service at Albury, and Dale Howe, Convenor of the SARRAH Conference.

Finally, members of the Executive were very pleased to be able to meet with Associate Professor Stuart Schneider, Chief Executive of the
Greater Southern Area Health Service of NSW Health, and Marianne Warren, General Manager of the Greater Albury Cluster of the Greater
Murray Area Health Service. Ms Warren’s responsibilities include community health in Albury, and services in Corowa, Culcairn, Henty,
Holbrook, Lockhart and Urana.

The Call for Papers for the 9th National Rural Health Conference is now open on-line at www.ruralhealth.org.au Papers will be particularly
welcome on the cross-jurisdictional and cross-professional issues that are a particular challenge in regions that span more than one State
or Territory.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Media Release 15 May 2006

Rick Farley

People in rural and remote areas, and the places in which they live, have lost a fine champion with the tragic death over the weekend of



Rick Farley.

Rick was a powerful and passionate advocate for rural and remote Australia. He was also a leading proponent of reconciliation between all
the peoples of Australia.

He was a member of the National Native Title Tribunal, the Australian Landcare Council and the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation. Rick
also chaired the NSW Resources and Conservation Assessment Council and the Community Forum for review of the management plan for
Kosciuszko National Park. He was a board member of the Australian Bush Heritage Trust and the NSW Aboriginal Business Roundtable. Rick
also facilitated the Cape York Land Use Heads of Agreement.

Rick initially made his name with farm organisations. He was Executive Director of the Cattlemen’s Union of Australia from 1979 to 1985
and Executive Director of the National Farmers’ Federation from 1988 to 1995.

He played a key role in the establishment of Landcare Australia, the Decade of Landcare, and in the passage of the Native Title Act.

We offer our thanks for his work and our sympathy to Rick’s family.



