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BE AN EARLY BIRD FOR 8th NATIONAL RURAL HEALTH CONFERENCE 
 
There is one month to go for Early Bird registrations for the 8th National Rural Health Conference. After 17 December the full price goes 
up from $682.00 to $880.00.**  
 
Your link to the on-line registration site is at http://www.ruralhealth.org.au 
 
The Conference Program is now available on the website. It includes confirmed 
keynote speakers, concurrent sessions and special workshops. The Conference will 
also include posters, a Conference Exhibition, formal opening and closing sessions, 
some pre-Conference meetings, and a Dinner-Dance. As in previous National Rural 
Health Conferences there will be an arts-in-health component. 
 
The Conference is in Alice Springs from 10-13 March 2005. It will be the year's most significant public event for issues affecting the 
health of people in remote, rural and regional Australia.  
 
Twenty Keynote Speakers from Australia and overseas will deal with the health impacts of land and educational policies, Indigenous 
issues, inter-professional education, changes in clinical practice, and alcohol and drugs. The 90 concurrent papers have been selected 
from over 400 offers and will report on new service models in remote and rural areas and some of the challenges that are still to be 
overcome if people in rural areas are to have health status as good as that of their city cousins. 
 
Confirmed Keynote Speakers include: 
* Alison Anderson, ATSIC Commissioner for Northern Territory Central; 
* Pat Anderson, CEO, Aboriginal Medical Services Alliance of the Northern Territory 
and Chairperson of the Co-operative Research Centre for Aboriginal Health; 
* Tony Gleeson, Synapse Research, Brisbane and Amanda Addison; 
* Professor John Humphreys, School of Rural Health, Monash University, Bendigo; 
* Professor Debra Humphris, Director, New Generation Project, UK; 
* Fay Johnston, Centre for Remote Health and David Bowman, Director ARC Key Centre for 
Tropical Wildlife Management, Charles Darwin University; 
* Dr Sally Matthews; 
* Dr Helen Milroy, Director, Centre for Aboriginal Medical and Dental Health, UWA; 
* Steve Morton, Group Executive, Environment and Natural Resources, CSIRO; 
* Professor Alan Pettigrew, CEO of NHMRC, and 
* Judge David Sheppard, The Environment Court of New Zealand. 
 
On Thursday 10 March there will be eight separate pre-Conference events, including a National Health and Medical Research Council 
workshop on building research capacity for remote and rural health. 
 
The NHMRC is principal sponsor of the event and the Department of Health and Ageing provides core support to the NRHA.  
 
Registration includes access to all sessions, posters, the Conference Dinner and Exhibition, and a copy of the post-Conference CD ROM. 
 
All Conference Early Birds can get their worm by going to http://www.ruralhealth.org.au  
and following to '8th National Rural Health Conference'. You can also register there for the pre-Conference events. 
 
Travel and accommodation can be handled for you by Travel Makers at http://www.travelmakers.com.au  
 
If you have questions or are having any difficulty with registration, please contact 
us. 
 
Further information: conference@ruralhealth.org.au 
 
** There are special rates for members of friends of the Alliance, speakers, students and for day registration.  
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2004-05 STATE OF THE REGIONS REPORT 
 
The 2004-05 State of the Regions report exploreS the case for the use of infrastructure development to assist regions to improve their 
performance and to update and extend the SOR regional performance indicators. 
 
A constant theme of these reports has been the inadequate response by all spheres of government in Australia to globalisation and the 
rise of the knowledge economy. These inadequacies have been particularly noticeable in the continued divergence between regions. The 
SOR reports have argued that an adequate response to globalisation and the knowledge economy requires local government involvement 



in the creation of local economic advantage, including creation of advantage through infrastructure investment. 
 
The discussion in this year's report mainly concerns physical infrastructure. This is not to play down the importance of education, health 
and other government services, but rather to concentrate on the peculiar difficulties which arise in the physical infrastructure sector 
when we move beyond the standard array of services and begin to consider physical infrastructure as a source of strategic advantage. 
Many of these difficulties arise because strategic advantage involves combinations of investments in different areas, traditionally kept 
apart because of different engineering characteristics. 
 
The evidence from the 2004-05 report suggests that increased infrastructure investment will improve regional economic performance 
and reduce real per capita income and unemployment rate differentials. The conclusion of the report, therefore, is that infrastructure is a 
vital instrument for further improving economic performance and for narrowing the unemployment and income differentials between 
regions. 
 
Information on the report is at https://www.alga.asn.au/sor/2004/ 
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The Australian Journal of Rural Health invites you to contribute to the ongoing development of rural health in Australia, and submit your 
manuscripts for publication. Full author instructions and guidelines can be found at www.blackwellpublishing.com/ajr, or email 
ajrh@newcastle.edu.au for further information. The August 2004 issue of the journal is available online now at http://www.blackwell-
synergy.com/links/toc/ajr 
 
The turnaround time for articles submitted to the Australian Journal of Rural Health has now been significantly reduced. If your 
manuscript is accepted and there are no exceptional circumstances, it can be published within six months. In previous years, there has 
been some unhappiness with the length of time it has taken to advance from acceptance to publication. The system is likely to become 
even more efficient in 2005 with the advent of a new on-line process for the refereeing of manuscripts. We are particularly keen to 
receive papers from a multi-disciplinary team of authors, to reflect the basic approach of the AJRH.  
Send your papers to AJRH@newcastle.edu.au and be pleasantly surprised at how quickly you can be in print. Author guidelines and 
sample issues of the AJRH are available at: http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/submit.asp?ref=1038-5282 
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LIFELINE’S JUST ASK - 1 300 13 11 14 
 
Your Rural Mental Health Information Service 
Lifeline’s Just ask is a rural mental health information service. Information provided includes: referral to services and web sites, printed 
material and a range of self help resources. The self-help resources focus on practical steps to help promote mental health in a range of 
areas. For information and copies of resources call or visit http://www.justask.org.au 
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Extract from ABC Health Updates 
(Subscribe can be found at http://www.abc.net.au/health/mailinglist.htm) 
 
NT INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY ESTABLISHES MUCH NEEDED DIALYSIS PROGRAM (The World 
Today: 12/11/2004) 
http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2004/s1242198.htm 
 
INTERNET TO LINK AGED PATIENTS WITH GPs (TV News: 11/11/2004) 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/health/sophie_scott/newsitems/s1241061.htm 
 
RURAL PARAMEDICS STRUGGLE WITH STAFF SHORTAGES AS PAY DISPUTE CONTINUES 
(Stateline Victoria: 05/11/2004) 
http://www.abc.net.au/stateline/vic/content/2003/s1235833.htm 
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BUSH CRISIS LINE - 1800 805 391 
 
Bush Crisis Line is a twenty-four hour confidential telephone support and debriefing service for multi-disciplinary remote and rural health 
practitioners and their families. It is staffed by qualified psychologists with remote and cross-cultural experience, is toll free and available 
from anywhere in Australia. For more information http://www.bushcrisisline.org.au 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
Interested in becoming a “friend” of the Alliance? Become more involved with the work of the Alliance by becoming a “friend”. “friends” 
support the Alliance by being an integral part of the Alliance’s policy and evaluation process. They also receive other benefits. For more 
information on membership see http://www.ruralhealth.org.au 
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ARTICLEs IN "RURAL AND REMOTE HEALTH" 
 
'Food cost and availability in a rural setting in Australia' 
We are all aware of the impact of good nutrition on health. But what if healthy food is not available, or is too expensive, in your rural 
community? This article provides evidence that can inform our responses. 
http://rrh.deakin.edu.au/articles/showarticlenew.asp?ArticleID=311 
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AIHW PUBLICATION 
 
Key National Indicators of Children's Health, Development and Wellbeing  
AIHW Bulletin No. 20. 
Monitoring the progress of Australia's children is central to the National Agenda for Early Childhood. The AIHW has been monitoring the 
health, development and wellbeing of Australia's children since 1996. To date the Institute has produced four comprehensive national 
reports in this area-Australia's Children (published in 1998 and 2002) and Australia's Young People (published in 1999 and 2003). In 
keeping in line with a new emphasis on a whole of government cross-sectoral approach to childhood policy, the AIHW has broadened its 
reporting framework in this area to encompass a wider set on influences on childhood development. This work has been guided by an 
Advisory Committee comprising key experts and jurisdictional representatives, the Australian Government Taskforce on Child 
Development, and the Australian Council for Children and Parenting. This bulletin provides an overview of the key indicators to be 
published in A Picture of Australia's Children 2005, as part of a national program of indicator development, data collection and regular 
reporting. The publication is available at http://www.aihw.gov.au/publications/index.cfm/title/10070 and the AIHW media statement is 
at http://www.aihw.gov.au/media/2004/mr041118_1.html 
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PARTYline Issue No.19 - OUT NOW. PARTYline is the official newsletter of the National Rural Health Alliance. Keep up to date with rural 
health policy information and good news stories on living and working in the rural health community. Available online on 
http://www.ruralhealth.org.au or receive a hard copy by emailing michele@ruralhealth.org.au 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
From: Public Health Association of Australia  
Subject: PHAA 36th Annual Conference - Successes in Public Health 25-28 Sept 2005, Perth WA 
 
The Call for Papers brochure is available on the PHAA website, at http://www.phaa.net.au/conferences/perth/Webcallforpapers.htm 
 
Please note that Abstracts deadline is 1 April 2005. 
 
Conference Program: 
The overarching theme of the conference is Successes in Public Health. This is the conference where the many successful activities in 
public health within Australia and the region can be shared. The theme invites practitioners, policy makers, researchers and academics 
to focus on the positives of public health. 
 
It is now timely for the public health community to demonstrate to other professionals, politicians and the general public that we are 
making a difference, and that strong and effective public health instructure is critical to the welfare of the nation. 
 
All enquiries to conference@phaa.net.au 
 
Julie Woollacott 
Conference Co-ordinator 
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CONTRIBUTION AND SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION AND DISCLAIMER 
 
The NRHA e-forum is edited by a third party moderator, Jim Groves. Contributions are sought on any topic relevant to rural health 
concerns. Please send contributions to the moderator at grovesc@winshop.com.au. 
 
As such, the Alliance does not control postings and the contents do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Alliance. Nor do postings 
necessarily reflect the view of Jim Groves or any organisation he is associated with. Jim Groves can be contacted at 
grovesc@winshop.com.au. 
 
This issue is going to 2,079 email addresses. Please forward a copy to any colleague you think may be interested. 

o subscribe or unsubscribe, or to view previous newsletters, go to "eforum" at http://www.ruralhealth.org.au  
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