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From: RPA@health.gov.au  
Subject: Rural Private Access (RPA) Program - call for funding applications 
 
The first round of funding under the Rural Private Access (RPA) Program was advertised nationally on 16 October 2004. The RPA 
Program aims to assist the viability of private hospitals and support and increase the range of private health services available to rural, 
regional and remote Australia. Applications close on 30 November 2004. Information about the RPA Program can be obtained by 
contacting the project officer tel (02) 6289 6925, email rpa@health.gov.au or from the website 
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/wcms/publishing.nsf/Content/ruralhealth-services-bushnursing.htm 
 
Monica Johns 
A/g Director 
Rural Private Access and Aged Care Section 
Rural Health and Palliative Care Branch 
Department of Health and Ageing 
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From: Daniel Stoll  
Subject: National Health Information Summit 2004, Sofitel Melbourne, 6-7 December 
 
TRANSFORMING AUSTRALIA'S HEALTH SYSTEM 
 
Information is a critical enabler of safe, high quality health care. In Australia, we are at a pivotal point as health information and 
communication technologies present new opportunities and streamline the way we deliver and manage health care from Tasmania to 
outback Australia. 
 
The Australian Health Information Council and the National Health Information Group work together to bring a national focus to the 
health information agenda. In December, in collaboration with the Australian Council for Safety and Quality in Health Care, they will co-
host the inaugural National Health Information Summit, a two day conference that will explore key themes and priorities for information 
and communications technology in Australia’s health sector. The Summit themes include: 
 
· The evolution of health IM&ICT as an integral part of appropriate health care delivery; 
· Improving patient safety and the quality of health care through IM&ICT; 
· Empowering consumers and transforming the patient-clinician relationship; 
· Australia’s electronic health records network; 
· Health IM&ICT for public health and population research; and 
· Building the IM&ICT capacity of the health workforce. 
 
The Summit will offer a stimulating program, giving participants the opportunity to expand their knowledge, engage in thoughtful 
discussion and exchange ideas. Participants will have the opportunity to take part in a demonstration of the national electronic health 
record system, HealthConnect, and experience a hypothetical moderated by Dr Norman Swan, ABC Radio National health reporter. 
 
The Summit will be presented by a diverse range of pre-eminent experts who are leading research and development in the field of health 
information management and information and communications technology (IM&ICT) both in Australia and overseas.  
 
Speakers include public, private and community sector representatives, as well as health care providers and consumers, and information 
users such as researchers and policy makers. Some of the key speakers include: 
 
· Mr Richard Alvarez, President and Chief Executive Officer, Canada Health Infoway;  
· Professor Fiona Stanley AC, Chief Executive Officer, Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth; 
· Professor Chirs Baggoley, Chair, National Institute of Clinical Studies; 
· Professor Andrew Coats, Chair, Australian Health Information Council, Dean, School of Medicine, University of Sydney; 
· Ms Patricia Faulkner, Chair, National Health Information Group, Secretary, Department of Human Services, Victoria; 
· Professor Bruce Barraclough, Chair, Australian Council for Safety and Quality in Health Care; 
· Dr Robert Wooding, First Assistant Secretary, Information and Communications Division, Australian Government Department of Health 
and Ageing. 
 
After the Summit, participants will be the first to receive the National Health IM&ICT Strategy and the Health Workforce, Health 
Informatics Capacity Building Statement. 
 
The Summit will be held at the Sofitel Melbourne from 6-7 December 2004. For more information or to register as a participant please 
visit the Summit website at http://www.ahic.org.au/2004summit.  



 
Daniel Stoll 
National E-Health Policy Section 
Health Information Policy Branch 
Information and Communications Division 
Department of Health and Ageing 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
POTENTIAL NRHA ONLINE LIBRARY 
 
The National Rural Health Alliance receives many requests for access to its library. The Alliance is now testing the potential demand for 
electronic access to this unique range of library materials. 
 
As the first step in this trial, a random sample of around 300 bibliographic citations from the library is now in an online searchable 
database. Go to the website at http://www.ruralhealth.org.au and have a look at the trial database. The link to the database is on the 
front page of the website. After looking at the facility, please complete the questionnaire. 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
8th NATIONAL RURAL HEALTH CONFERENCE 
 
A draft Conference Program is now available on the conference website at http://www.ruralhealth.org.au. The full Program is being 
finalised and will include concurrent papers selected from the abstracts submitted. It will be published soon on the conference website 
and will include keynote speakers, concurrent sessions, special workshops, posters, a Conference Exhibition, formal opening and closing 
sessions, a number of pre-Conference meetings, and a Dinner-Dance. As in previous National Rural Health Conferences there will be an 
arts-in-health component. 
 
Registration is now open at http://www.ruralhealth.org.au. You can register on-line and pay 
by credit card, EFT or cheque. Alternatively you can download a hard copy of the registration form, complete your details and pay by 
cheque or EFT. Early Bird finishes on 17 Dec 2004. 
 
There will be at least six pre-Conference meetings scheduled for Thursday 10 March 2005. They include 
· NHMRC Workshop, Rural Health Research Capacity Building 
· Rural Pharmacist Forum 
· SARRAH Workshop, Information, Inform, Input and Influence .... 
· ADCA and ARCAB Workshop, Alcohol and other Drugs Problems - Screening and Brief Intervention 
· RDAA and ACRRM Symposium, Maternity Care in Small Rural Hospitals: Sustaining obstetric services in rural and remote communities 
· ACHSE Workshop, Managing in Rural and Remote Settings 
 
For more detailed information and to make your booking go to http://www.ruralhealth.org.au 
 
There will also be pre-Conference events from ARRWAG and REFA. Further details coming. 
 
Exhibition booths are still available. This is an excellent opportunity for companies, organisations, government departments and 
instrumentalities to showcase their services and products to hundreds of health service providers who work in remote and rural 
Australia. Conference delegates will be looking to the exhibition to supply them with a wealth of information, ideas and inspiration 
relating to remote and rural health. Go to http://www.ruralhealth.org.au for packages, plans and booking forms. 
 
Take advantage of this great opportunity to be associated with this prestigious remote and rural event. Contact Lyn at 
conference@ruralhealth.org.au or 02 6285 4660 
 
Special Conference airfares available. Make your travel and accommodation bookings 
through Travel Makers on www.travelmakers.com.au or 1800 838 408 
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NO CHANGE TO HEALTH MINISTER FOLLOWING THE ELECTION 
 
The Prime Minister, John Howard, has announced that the Hon Tony Abbott MP will remain Minister for Health and Ageing and will be 
reappointed Leader of the House. The Hon Julie Bishop MP will continue as Minister for Ageing. The Hon Christopher Pyne MP will be 
appointed to the portfolio as Parliamentary Secretary. The Prime Minister's announcement is at 
http://www.pm.gov.au/news/media_Releases/media_Release1134.html  
 
The Rural Doctors' Association described the reappointment as a positive and welcome step, given it will ensure continuity of leadership 
in the portfolio. The RDAA statement is at http://www.rdaa.com.au/default.cfm?action=docviewer&DocID=198 
 
In a related announcement, the Prime Minister also announced that the term of Ms Jane Halton, Secretary of the Department of Health 
and Ageing, which was to expire early next year, has been extended. Mr Howard also announced that a previous Secretary of the 
Department of Health, Mr Andrew Podger, will head a Task Force in the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet to examine how to 
improve the delivery of health services. This announcement is available at 
http://www.pm.gov.au/news/media_releases/media_Release1135.html 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
The Australian Journal of Rural Health invites you to contribute to the ongoing development of rural health in Australia, and submit your 
manuscripts for publication. Full author instructions and guidelines can be found at www.blackwellpublishing.com/ajr, or email 
ajrh@newcastle.edu.au for further information. The August 2004 issue of the journal is available online now at http://www.blackwell-
synergy.com/links/toc/ajr 
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COALITION URGED TO BUILD ON ELECTION SUCCESS WITH RURAL HEALTH FOCUS 
 
The Rural Doctors Association of Australia (RDAA) is urging the re-elected Coalition Government to build on its election success in rural 
and regional Australia, by further progressing critical rural healthcare initiatives. RDAA is particularly calling on the Government to help 
maintain and expand small rural hospitals, and to introduce a Medicare loading that recognises the higher cost and complexity of work 
undertaken by rural doctors. The RDAA statement is available at http://www.rdaa.com.au/default.cfm?action=docviewer&DocID=197 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
LIFELINE’S JUST ASK - 1 300 13 11 14 
 
Your Rural Mental Health Information Service 
Lifeline’s Just ask is a rural mental health information service. Information provided includes: referral to services and web sites, printed 
material and a range of self help resources. The self-help resources focus on practical steps to help promote mental health in a range of 
areas. For information and copies of resources call or visit http://www.justask.org.au 
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EXTRACT FROM ABC UPDATES 
(Subscribe at http://www.abc.net.au/health/mailinglist.htm) 
 
Farmers advised to keep exercising 
In the lead-up to harvest, farmers are being warned not to get too comfortable in their air conditioned tractor cabs. 
http://www.abc.net.au/rural/news/stories/s1220901.htm 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
BUSH CRISIS LINE - 1800 805 391 
 
Bush Crisis Line is a twenty-four hour confidential telephone support and debriefing service for multi-disciplinary remote and rural health 
practitioners and their families. It is staffed by qualified psychologists with remote and cross-cultural experience, is toll free and available 
from anywhere in Australia. For more information http://www.bushcrisisline.org.au 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
RURAL HEALTH ON THE WEB 
(Acknowledgement to Google Alert, http://www.googlealert.com) 
 
Rural Health 
Rural health information for consumers, particularly those wishing to undertake 
rural health studies. ...  
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/wcms/Publishing.nsf/Content/Rural+Health-1 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
Interested in becoming a “friend” of the Alliance? Become more involved with the work of the Alliance by becoming a “friend”. “friends” 
support the Alliance by being an integral part of the Alliance’s policy and evaluation process. They also receive other benefits. For more 
information on membership see http://www.ruralhealth.org.au 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
ARTICLEs IN "RURAL AND REMOTE HEALTH" 
 
'Differences in diabetic co-morbidity between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people living in Bella Coola, Canada' 
Could a diet rich in fish oil protect indigenous people in rural communities from the complications of diabetes? This is one of the 
hypotheses that results from this simple study by rural doctors in Canada. 
http://rrh.deakin.edu.au/articles/showarticlenew.asp?ArticleID=319 
 
'Study of self-referral factors in the three-level healthcare delivery system, Kashan, Iran, 2000' 
Are your hospitals and specialist services overloaded? Perhaps your health insurance system is contributing to this problem. This study 
from rural Iran has lessons for us all. 
http://rrh.deakin.edu.au/articles/showarticlenew.asp?ArticleID=237 
 
'Strongyloides serology – useful for diagnosis and management of strongyloidiasis in rural Indigenous populations, but important gaps in 
knowledge remain' 
Rural communities have a different epidemiological profile from urban communities. This fact impacts the cost-effectiveness of public 
health strategies. This article clearly demonstrates this principle in relation to testing for strongyloides in rural indigenous communities in 
Australia. 
http://rrh.deakin.edu.au/articles/showarticlenew.asp?ArticleID=264 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
PARTYline Issue No.19 - OUT NOW. PARTYline is the official newsletter of the National Rural Health Alliance. Keep up to date with rural 
health policy information and good news stories on living and working in the rural health community. Available online on 
http://www.ruralhealth.org.au or receive a hard copy by emailing michele@ruralhealth.org.au 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
CONTRIBUTION AND SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION AND DISCLAIMER 
 



The NRHA e-forum is edited by a third party moderator, Jim Groves. Contributions are sought on any topic relevant to rural health 
concerns. Please send contributions to the moderator at grovesc@winshop.com.au. 
 
As such, the Alliance does not control postings and the contents do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Alliance. Nor do postings 
necessarily reflect the view of Jim Groves or any organisation he is associated with. Jim Groves can be contacted at 
grovesc@winshop.com.au. 
 
This issue is going to 2,076 email addresses. Please forward a copy to any colleague you think may be interested. 

o subscribe or unsubscribe, or to view previous newsletters, go to "eforum" at http://www.ruralhealth.org.au  
 
T 
 


