
National Rural Health Alliance E-forum – 3 March 2000 
 
In this issue 
*   NRHA Statement on A Decade of Commitment to Rural Health 
*   RACGP - 43rd Annual Scientific Convention 
*   ACRRM Training Proposal etc 
*   National Competition Policy Review of Pharmacy 
*   Health Services Research Working Party 
*   Contribution and subscription information and disclaimer 
*   Full Text of NRHA Statement on A ' Decade of Commitment to Rural Health' 
 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 
"A DECADE OF COMMITMENT TO RURAL HEALTH" 
 
The NRHA's Submission to the Federal Government for the 2000-01 Budget  
advocated the commencement of a decade of commitment to rural and remote areas.  
The statement is available at http://www.ruralhealth.org.au/20200.htm, and is  
reprinted below. 
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From: Simone Evans <simone.evans@racgp.org.au> 
Subject: RACGP - 43rd Annual Scientific Convention 
 
Theme: Rural & Reef 
Location: Townsville, North Queensland 
Dates: 8 - 13 October, 2000  
Venue: Jupiters Townsville Hotel and Casino/Townsville Entertainment and  
Convention Centre 
 
The week will include a full program of academic and social events.  A range of large  
and small group presentations and hands-on workshops will cover a variety of topics -  
rural, indigenous, women's health, urogynaecology, head injury, regional anaesthesia,  
skin cancer, marine stingers and palliative care to name a few.  Further information  
can be found at http://www.racgp.org.au or by contacting Simone at  
nqsubfaculty@racgp.org.au. 
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From: Rod Martin <s303819@student.uq.edu.au> 
Subject: ACRRM Training Proposal etc 
 
The Press releases mentioned in the 18 Feb E-Forum are now available on the  
ACRRM Website. This is available from the top level page  
(http://www.acrrm.org.au). There is also the 3 page version of the ACRRM  
Training Proposal and a document on the Historical perspectives leading up  
to the submission.  
   
Rod Martin  



Graduate School of Medicine, Year 2  
University of Queensland  
QH Rural Scholarship Holder  
ph 0417 609 675  
s303819@student.uq.edu.au  
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NATIONAL COMPETITION POLICY REVIEW OF PHARMACY 
 
The final report of the National Competition Policy review of pharmacy was released  
on 18 February. The review concluded that 
 
"regulations of the commercial aspects of pharmacy practices should be  
wound back, or removed, wherever possible to ensure that pharmacy  
businesses can make their own commercial judgments without undue  
interference from professional regulatory authorities. The only criterion for  
pharmacy legislation’s intervention in commercial matters should be ensuring  
that pharmacy services are practised by professionals safely and competently,  
and that these professionals act always in the best interests of their patients  
and clients without undue, inappropriate or unethical interference from any  
third party. The Review believes that this is the spirit of existing pharmacy  
legislation, but that over time its coverage has been extended too far by  
convention and precedent." 
 
The report was welcomed by the President of the Pharmaceutical Society of Australia,  
John Daffey, the President of the Pharmacy Guild Guild of Australia, John Bronger,  
and the Federal Health Minister Michael Wooldridge. The final report is available at  
http://www.health.gov.au/haf/pharmrev/final.htm 
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From: Gretchen Togle <gretchent@chere.usyd.edu.au> 
Subject: Health Services Research Working Party 
 
Following on from the success of the inaugural Australia and New Zealand Health  
Services Research Conference, we would like to form a working party to discuss how  
to further the outcomes of the Conference. We would like to invite individuals  
interested in participating in this discussion to nominate themselves for inclusion on  
the working party.  
 
The working party will be chaired by Associate Professor Jane Hall and will be  
coordinated by CHERE.  Nominations will be accepted until March 17.  Notification  
of members will occur in April. 
 
Production of the Report on the 1999 HSR Conference is nearing completion.   
Listserve members will be notified when the report is available.  Copies of the report  
will be posted electronically on the CHERE website. 
 
HSR Conference 2001 will be held in Wellington, New Zealand in November 2001.   



General notification of details will be distributed once available. 
 
Gretchen Togle 
CHERE 
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CONTRIBUTION AND SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION AND DISCLAIMER 
 
The NRHA e-forum is a forum for the expression of YOUR views. Contributions are  
sought on any topic relevant to rural health concerns. Please send contributions to the  
moderator, Jim Groves, at grovesc@winshop.com.au. 
 
The NRHA e-forum is edited by a third party moderator, Jim Groves. As such, the  
Alliance does not control postings and the contents do not necessarily reflect the  
opinions of the Alliance. Nor do postings necessarily reflect the view of Jim Groves  
or any organisation he is associated with. Jim Groves can be contacted at  
grovesc@winshop.com.au. 
 
The e-forum is sent to a mailing list of the Alliance and those have indicated interest  
through the subscription box at the NRHA Web site (http://www.ruralhealth.org.au).  
This issue is going to 674 recipients. Please forward a copy to any colleague you think  
may be interested. 
 
To subscribe, send a message saying “subscribe NRHA eforum” to  
grovesc@winshop.com.au. To unsubscribe, send a message saying “unsubscribe  
NRHA eforum” to grovesc@winshop.com.au. The archive of the e-forum is at  
http://www.ruralhealth.org.au/newsletter.htm 
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FULL TEXT OF NRHA STATEMENT ON A 'DECADE OF COMMITMENT' TO  
RURAL HEALTH 
 
A decade of government commitment to rural and remote areas is needed to improve the  
health of its people and the services they receive.  This ‘decade of commitment’ can  
begin in earnest with Budget 2000.  The NRHA has listed some of the announcements it  
would expect in such a Budget. 
 
The NRHA is calling for Federal Budget decisions that are a balance of the urgent and the  
long-term, and also provide balanced support among the various health professions. 
 
The urgent measures will help to meet immediate short-term needs, such as further  
improvements in Aboriginal health and the funding of the indigenous health sector, and  
for improved support for health workers across the board.  The strategic announcements  
will begin to turn around the future for rural areas in the longer term, through a range of  
social and physical infrastructure and long-term investment in education and technology. 
 
The NRHA Council is meeting in Canberra in the first week of March and will spell out  
in more detail its hopes for and its likely response to Budget 2000.  The NRHA’s views  



will be shaped by long-standing proposals from its Member Bodies, as well as by the  
health recommendations from the Regional Summit and the framework provided by  
Healthy Horizons. 
 
Overall the proposals will involve substantial new spending on rural and remote health,  
which is clearly what the Communique and the delegates at the Regional Summit last year  
had in mind.  Rural people will not expect internal government arguments about where  
the additional resources should come from to hold up progress on rural and regional  
development.  
 
Announcements from the Budget in the urgent category sought by the Alliance include: 
 
? A program to deliver affordable dental and oral health care for people on low  
incomes, especially those who are isolated in rural and remote areas. 
? Support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students in all health professions,  
and for Indigenous Health Workers. 
? Programs to enable local communities to access and use the data and other resources  
needed to allow them to play a major role in management and evaluation of their local  
health services (part of what the Summit called ‘community capacity building’). 
? Changes in some of the health financing systems so that they meet more closely the  
needs of rural and remote areas. 
? Work to try to ensure that fresh food is available and affordable in remote areas. 
? A guaranteed future for programs for rural GP training, recruitment, training,  
placements and support, and more emphasis on their coordination. 
? Creation of an equivalent workforce support system for nursing, including remote  
nursing.  This will build on the successful scholarship scheme already in place. 
? Creation of an equivalent workforce support system for rural and remote allied health.   
This will need to start virtually from scratch at the national level. 
? Further support for recruitment, retention and training of rural and remote  
pharmacists, and for the transfer of pharmacies in selected areas. 
? More resources for teleconference and videoconferencing work to support  
improvements in rural and remote health. 
 
The Alliance recognises that the States and the Northern Territory are absolutely key  
partners with local communities and the Commonwealth in several of these urgent areas.   
 
What is needed for the decade of commitment to work for improved health is concerted  
and collaborative action between State and Territory Governments and the  
Commonwealth.  The Alliance believes that inter-government relations in health can be  
improved first in remote areas.  Those areas have the greatest need for teamwork and  
there is less for individual interest groups to lose in remote areas.  Lessons in  
collaboration learned in more remote areas can then hopefully be applied to the city and  
mainstream health services. 
 
The NRHA will in future focus more strongly on ways in which inter-government  
relations in health can be improved. 
 
In the strategic category the Alliance is calling for increased infrastructure spending and  
improvements in education and telecommunications services in rural and remote areas.   
The proportion of national expenditure going to physical and social infrastructure has  



fallen from 9 per cent in 1960 to around 4 per cent in the 1990s.  The future prosperity of  
rural areas and the health of its people need investments now to turn around that long- 
term decline. 
 
Priorities for the NRHA in the long-term strategies area include: 
? Improved infrastructure for education, telecommunications, business support  
(including banking) and transport in rural and remote areas. 
? Employment generation, including through additions to the stock of ‘key centres’ in  
rural and regional areas (such as the Clinical School at Wagga, the Rural Health  
Training Units and the University Departments of Rural Health), and involving young  
people in the value-adding initiatives of local businesses. 
? Work to integrate health promotion activities related to key risk factors (smoking,  
exercise and nutrition) and on the link between patterns of disease and socio- 
economic status. 
? Initiatives to strengthen the links between viable communities and smaller ones in  
their area, including through community leadership skills and mentoring. 
? Strengthened relationship between work on ecological sustainability of rural areas,  
and environmental and social health. 
? A Ministerial Rural Development Council, with the support of a Secretariat and a  
research capacity (referred to in earlier reports from the Alliance as a Rural  
Development Commission). 
 
The Prime Minister’s commitment to improve services in the bush will be seriously tested  
with the content and balance of the Budget brought down on 9 May.  The relatively poor  
state of health in rural areas is now accepted.  Expectations that something will be done  
have been raised.  The recommendations from the Regional Summit and in Healthy  
Horizons provide clear direction to the Government.  Budget 2000 has a unique  
opportunity to make a difference for people in rural and remote Australia. 
 
 
Further information: Steve Clark, Chairperson: 0418-778 003 
 
Gordon Gregory, Executive Director, (02) 6285 4660 (wk) or (02) 6281 3611 (a/h) 
 
 
 


